
Fund-raiser

Mrs Karen J Dennis

The Ferns, 6 Newlands Road, Billericay, Essex.  CM12 0QD

Tel: 01277 655871

email:Dennisks@btinternet.com

Arthur Charles Argent

“Charlie”

1887 - 1920

A Soldier of the Great War

Leicestershire Regiment

Commemorated on the Billericay Town War Memorial &

The Roll of Service in St Mary The Virgin Church, Little Burstead

Fund-raising to erect a headstone on his

unmarked grave in the churchyard of

St Mary The Virgin, Little Bursead



A HEADSTONE FOR ARTHUR CHARLES ARGENT

When I began researching the men on our town war memorial there were two

names which I couldn’t identify with absolute certainty.  One of those names was

C Argent.  None of the C Argents commemorated by the Commonwealth War

Graves Commission (CWGC) seemed to have any real link with our town and I kept

going back to the problem over the years.  About three years ago I finally made that

breakthrough which I’d long sought and I was able to confirm that the man

remembered on our memorial is Arthur Charles Argent of Little Burstead.

It would appear that in his early days his family knew him as Arthur, but as he grew

older he was always known as Charles, or more probably Charlie.  He was the son

of John and Emily and was baptised on 4 December 1887 at Great Burstead Church.

John and Emily had five other children, two of whom died young.  I’ve been unable

to trace any direct descendants of this branch of the Argent family.

Charlie enlisted in the Army on 18 March 1916 and began serving overseas with

6thBn the Leicestershire Regiment later that year.  Like more than 60% of those who

served in the British Army in the Great War his Service Record was destroyed in the

Blitz of the Second World War and so exact details of his service are unknown.

From the records which remain to us I now know he was discharged from the Army

on 22 February 1919 as a result of wounds received and was awarded a Silver War

Badge and a pension.

Further research showed that Charlie had sadly died on 7 May 1920 of pneumonia

at the Billericay Isolation Hospital, aged only 32.  His death certificate noted his

occupation as Army Pensioner.  He was buried four days later in the churchyard of

St Mary The Virgin, Little Burstead, but his grave has no headstone to mark his life

or passing.

I applied to the CWGC for the erection of one of their headstones on his grave, but

was very disappointed that despite an appeal, citing others in similar circumstances

who had been buried under one of their headstones, my request was rejected.  This

on the grounds that I couldn’t prove his pneumonia was due to his war service.  I

countered they couldn’t prove it wasn’t, but this made no difference.  

I remain determined that this man who served his country one hundred years ago

should have his grave marked by a headstone.  

I am most grateful to Roy Farrer for his help and support.  He has very generously

offered his services free and I only have to raise the funds for the stone and

engraving.  Rev Paul Carr has signified his agreement that a headstone can be

placed on Charlie’s grave so I am now actively raising funds to realise my hope.  The

total needed is £1140.70.

The purpose of this article is to seek practical and financial help from the people of

Billericay and Little Burstead who might like to remember this man commemorated

on our town’s war memorial and also on the Little Burstead Church Roll of Service.

The Royal British Legion has a campaign asking us all to say “thank you” to that

indomitable generation of a century ago as a way to mark the centenary of the

Armistice.  As we approach 11 November 2018, the day on which we as a nation

mark the day which brought the Great War to an end after five terrible years of war,

may I invite you to make a donation towards the erection of a headstone for Charlie

please.  

I would very much have liked to have had the headstone over Charlie’s grave before

the 11 November 2018, but I fear this isn’t likely now.  It has been a long process

to get to this stage, but please don’t let too much more time go by before we

honour the service of a local man who has been unrecognised for too long.

If you would like more information please phone on 01277 655871 or email

Dennisks@btinternet.com.  Cheques should be made payable to “K J Dennis” and

sent to The Ferns, 6 Newlands Road, Billericay, Essex.  CM12 0QD.  Please give an

address to which a receipt can be sent.

With my grateful thanks to you for reading this and, hopefully, for your support too.

Karen J Dennis 


