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Saint Mary Magdalen, High Street, Billericay 
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Service Conducted by Revd Paul A. Carr, M.A 



The Standard Of The Royal British Legion, Billericay Branch, is received 
as Simon Houlton sings the following hymn as a solo: 

 
HYMN Oh valiant hearts who to your glory came 
  Through dust of conflict and through battle flame; 
  Tranquil you lie, your knightly virtue proved, 
  Your memory hallowed in the land you loved. 
 

  Proudly you gathered, rank on rank to war, 
  As who had heard God’s message from afar; 
  All you had hoped for, all you had, you gave 
  To save mankind - yourselves you scorned to save. 
   

  Splendid you passed, the great surrender made, 
  Into the light that never more shall fade; 
  Deep your content in that blest abode, 
  Who wait the last clear trumpet call of God. 
 

  Long years ago, as earth lay dark and still 
  Rose a loud cry upon a lonely hill. 
  While in the frailty of our human clay 
  Christ, our Redeemer, passed the self-same way. 
 

  Still stands His Cross from that dread hour to this 
  Like some bright star above the dark abyss; 
  Still, through the veil, the Victor’s pitying eyes 
  Look down to bless our lesser Calvaries. 
 

  These were his servants, in His steps they trod. 
  Following through death the martyred son of God; 
  Victor He rose; victorious too shall rise 
  They who have drunk His cup of Sacrifice. 
 

  O risen Lord, O Shepherd of our Dead. 
  Whose cross has brought them and whose Staff has led - 
  In glorious hope their proud and sorrowing land 
  Commits her Children to Thy gracious hand. Amen  
   
  Words: Sir John Stanhope Arkwright. 
  Music: Rev. Dr. Charles Harris 
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Welcome And Opening Prayer 
 

Revd Paul A. Carr 

 
The History Of The Billericay War Memorial 

 

Brian Hughes 
President of the Billericay Branch of the Royal British Legion  

 
HYMN For all the saints who from their labours rest, 
  Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 
  Thy Name. O Jesu, be for ever blest. Allelulia! 
 

  Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress and their Might: 
  Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well fought fight 
  Thou, in the darkness drear their one true Light. Allelulia! 
 

  O man Thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold, 
  Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old, 
  And win, with them, the victor’s crown of gold. Allelulia! 
 

  O blest communion; fellowship Divine: 
  We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
  Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine. Allelulia! 
 

  And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
  Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 
  And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. Allelulia! 
 

  The golden evening brightens in the west; 
  Soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest; 
  Sweet in the calm of Paradise the Blest. Alleluia! 
 

  But lo! There breaks a yet more glorious day; 
  The Saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
  The King of glory passes on His way. Allelulia! 
 

  From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 
  Through gates of pearl streams the countless host. 
  Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Allelulia! 
  
  William Walsham How 
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Bible Reading 
 

John 14:1-4, 6, 27 and 15:12-13 
 

Revd Barnabas Shin, Billericay URC 
 

Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my                   
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And 
whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, 
the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
 

This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
 
Reader Blessed are the peacemakers,  
All   For they shall be called children of God.  

 
Address 

 

Revd Paul A. Carr 

 
Remembering The Fallen 

 

“Greater love hath no man than this,  
that a man lay down his life for his friends.” 

 
The Names Of The Fallen 

 

Read by Karen Dennis and Derek Prior 

 
The Handing Over 

 

Cllr Jo Clark and Brian Hughes, President of the Billericay Branch of The Royal 
British Legion hand on the responsibility for remembrance in our community 
to a member of the Billericay Youth Town Council and a member of 2393 
Squadron (Billericay) Royal Air Force Air Cadets.   

 

“Let those who come after, see that these are not forgotten.” 
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‘Aftermath’  
 

The Worshipful Mayor Cllr David Dadds JP.  
Basildon Borough Council 

 

“Have you forgotten yet?  
 

For the world’s events have rumbled on since those gagged days, 
Like traffic checked while at the crossing of city-ways; 
And the haunted gap in your mind has filled with thoughts that flow 
Like clouds in the lit heaven of life; and you’re a man reprieved to go, 
Taking your peaceful share of Time, with joy to spare. 
But the past is just the same - and War’s a bloody game… 
 

Have your forgotten yet?  
 

Look down, and swear by the slain of the War that you’ll never forget. 
 
Do you remember the dark months you held the sector at Mametz -  
The nights you watched and wired and dug and piled sandbags on parapets? 
Do you remember the rats; and the stench 
Of corpses rotting in front of the front-line trench -  
And dawn coming, dirty-white, and chill with a hopeless rain? 
Do you ever stop and ask, ‘Is it all going to happen again?’ 
 

Do you remember that hour of din before the attack - 
And the anger, the blind compassion that seized and shook you then 
As you peered at the doomed and haggard faces of your men? 
Do you remember the stretcher-cases lurching back 
With dying eyes and lolling heads - those ashen-grey 
Masks of the lads who once were keen and kind and gay? 
 

Have you forgotten yet?  
 

Look up, and swear by the green of the spring that you’ll never forget. 
 

Siegfried Sassoon in March 1919 

 
The Standard Of The Royal British Legion, Billericay Branch, is returned  

as we sing ‘O God Our Help In Ages Past’ (page 6). Following the singing of  
this hymn we will make our way out to the War Memorial, vacating the  

church from front to back, with some members standing on the triangle.  
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HYMN Oh God, our help in ages past, 
  Our hope for years to come, 
  Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
  And our eternal home. 
 

  Beneath the shadow of Thy throne 
  Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
  Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
  And our defence is sure. 
 

  Before the hills in order stood, 
  Or earth received her frame, 
  From everlasting Thou art God, 
  To endless years the same. 
 

  A thousand ages in Thy sight 
  Are like an evening gone; 
  Short as the watch that ends the night 
  Before the rising sun. 
 

  Time, like an ever rolling stream, 
  Bears all its sons away; 
  They fly, forgotten, as a dream 
  Dies at the opening day. 
   

  Oh God, our help in ages past, 
  Our hope for years to come, 
  Be Thou our guard while troubles last, 
  And our eternal home. 
  
  Isaac Watts 

 
The Commemoration 

 

We are gathered around this memorial today to remember all those from this 
community who were caught up in the courageous but tragic events of the 
First World War, the Great War. We remember those who were killed in                     
action, died of wounds or by disease, the bereaved, the lost, the families 
which were shattered, the wounded, maimed and injured, in mind or body, 
those who held in silence unspeakable memories of warfare.  
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As we remember those who fought, and those who remained anxiously at 
home in this community, let us pray that God will heal all memories, speak a 
word of peace, and bring us His healing.  
 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw us to Himself and cleanse 
us from our sins, that we may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made 
flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
The Last Post 

 
Two Minutes Silence will be observed 

 
The Reveille 

 
The Laying of Wreaths 

 

Wreaths to be laid at the War Memorial, by Cllr David Dadds, JP. Mayor of                 
Basildon, on behalf of the Borough of Basildon; Cllr Jim Devlin, Chairman of 
Billericay Town Council, on behalf of the community of Billericay; and by Brian 
Hughes, President of the Billericay Branch of the Royal British Legion. Other 
wreaths and floral tributes from the families of the fallen. 

 
The National Anthem 

 
  God save our gracious Queen,  
  Long live our noble Queen,  
  God save the Queen!   
  Send her victorious,  
  Happy and Glorious,  
  Long to reign over us:  
  God save the Queen! 
 
  Thy choicest gifts in store 
  On her be pleased to pour; 
  Long may she reign; 
  May she defend our laws,  
  And ever give us cause 
  To sing with heart and voice, 
  God save the Queen! 



 

The Billericay & Little Burstead Team Ministry 
 

Laindon Road, Billericay, Essex. CM12 9LD 
P 01277 632120     E Emmanueloffice@billericaychurches.org     W Emmanuel-church.info    

FB Emmanuel Church Billericay     T EmmanuelCM12     YT Emmanuel Church Billericay 

A Commitment To Peace  
 

Let us pledge ourselves today to live as good neighbours, to honour the past, 
to care for all who are in need, and to live at peace among ourselves and 
with all people.  
 

Lord God, Father of all, we pledge ourselves to serve You and this neigh-
bourhood, to bring relief to all who are in need, and comfort to the sad, 
lonely, and distressed. Keep us ever mindful of the struggles and achieve-
ments of former generations, and of this place where we make our home, 
now, and in the days to come. Amen.  
 

Strengthen our hearts, and hands, and minds, O Lord, to work together for 
peace; to see You in one another; and to seek Your kingdom above all things; 
that Your will may be seen to be done and Your kingdom come, through                   
Jesus Christ, the Lord of lords and King of kings. Amen.  

 
Benediction 

 

May God Almighty grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; to the 
Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth, and all mankind, peace and con-
cord; And to us and all Your servants, life everlasting; and may the blessing of 
God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with 
you, and those whom you love, this day and always.  Amen. 


